Congenital spinal malformations.
When presented with an animal that has a congenital spinal malformation, the veterinarian needs to consider the clinical significance of the malformation, the possible presence of other anomalies--spinal and nonspinal, the heritability of the malformation, and potentially innovative treatment options. This article includes explanations of the conditions and information regarding diagnosis and treatment of hemivertebrae and block vertebrae, malformations at the cranial-vertebral junction, osteocartilaginous exostoses, spinal bifida, and spinal stenosis.